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Problems of the Arab in Israel
The Progressive Notional Movcmant,

among Israel's 2,000 Arab students, Benny Morris looks at the
is often treated as " subversive ” by
,hs country's socuritv .uthori.los,

dif{icuUjes n0n-JewellOn February 7, 1980, Mahmoud
Mulmreb, 28,

' wets served with u
home confinement order at the
request of • the General Security
Services, Muharcb, nil Israeli-Areb

students in Israel’s universities

i

1

r&mfi 2fiE?S' and the emergence of the
Reading University, and wots

whiiB^lving Tn o,

h ia thesls Progressive National Movement,
His " rustication " at his family

Jiome In Lvdda came exactly u year
after similar orders—part of the
Still legal British Mandatory Emer-
gency Regulations—-wqre issued to
six • Hebrew University Arab
Students, all members of the PNM.
The movement, which In elections

last December gained control of the
Hebrew University’s Arab Students
Committee, makes no hones about
its policies

_
and allegiance. Last

year's security forces’ damp-down
on movement activists cime after ir

printed and distributed a leaflet
calling for the disappearance of the
Zionist entity stud its replacement
by a secular democratic stare in ail
at Palestine. It was alleged at the
time that the movement sent n
letter of encouragement to. the
Palestine National Council (the PI.0
"parliament”), then meeting in
Damascus.

Ibralilnt Nessir, head of the
Hebrew University's Arab Students
Committee and a leader of the

• VI

_ . --S pol
turns are the only ones that can
satisfy the legitimate needs of our
people.’1

mil Nassir, a 29-year-old practis-
ing lawyer, disclaims - extremism.
"Oar demands are moderate and
reasonable and that is how most of
iho world regards them,”
The emergence in 1977-78 of the

PNM the cautmL extension 5 hS
0r tI,|rd dtfcend and, in someFWM, me campus extension of. the raut:exts> IUc(s potential or actual

Ibrahim Nassir, head of the Hebrew University's Arab Students
Committee.

Israeli Jews. The politically aware
Israeli Arab regards himself as a
product of, and enveloped by, a
discriminatory and, in some ways,
oppressive system. Israel's Arabs,
he charges, are treated like second

Arab pupils' university language
studies. “The average Arab high
schooler graduates with shocking

John O’Leary, at the Commonwealth Education Conference

in Sri Lanka, finds developing countries returning to basics.

‘Luxury’ courses
by poor nations

Traditional forms of fuptlier and

higher education have come under

Increasing pressure nt the Common-S Education Conference which

ended oil Wednesday in Colombo,

Sri Lanka.
, .ha doveloolnE has been obvious at rho conference.

More and more ot the^doveiomns
XoitKxmal education was one of

countries Hesdoninn §ie re- tiic three main themes and the deli-
priorities “f f

ueS
rrmll laj-gQ beradons of the committee dealing

turtt SX with the subject one of die most

^^isoSnd^areuSve^sSS keenly anticipated.
.dU

mfir
rt
of students. Many are The scope of the topic was found

?Mdh?nS the Conclusion that much to he so vast that die committee s
r
Je *t,« mntf would be more pro- recommendations inevitably became

new programmes generalized. Even the government
fltably spent on
to raise thio ievel of education among deportments dealing witL the sub-

ject varied from country to country,

Y!™ are n number of reasons making universally applicable pro-

foMfris*.ppareiit chtoge of attitude, p.»U almost ImpoMlM.,

not least the escalating cost of But die trend In favour erf non‘

F.-Jher education throughout the formal programmes remained

world Britain may have provided obvious, nutting the universities m
' tha focus for discontent by raising an uncharacteristically defensive

fees to die highest level In the position. The discerned need for

iJorld but there are many other self-justification came through in

examples on a lessor scale.
. ,, two of the main papers prepared

Even where fees are considerably for die conference,

lower than in Britain, the poorer One, by professor Asavla
• nations are finding the cost of sup- Wondira, vice-chancellor . of

. sorting the student dlite an evOr-' Makorore University, Uganda, set

: increasing burden-. As a result, 0ut one view of the role of ter

Arab students have inbuilt
University.

"The Jew has been through the
army, where the Arob is die enemy ;

Hebrew” KS jK JSSSSS J
e

-
hfta hfld a Zlonlst tPM*ng

SStom. ' HU o™ HADISS he “ *?”«’*« •“« *“ ovoV-

Galilee end Little Triangle Ibna el•

Bala4 (sons of the village) move-
ment, was perhaps an inevitable by-
product -or the radicalizetion of
Israel’s half a million Arab minority.
(TmsOi rtites- another 11 miMion

19.)

list radicalizatiou was largely
caused by the steady growth in
recent years of the Palestine
national movement and by tho in-
creased inltcniationaj recognition of
”* Mpirations; and representative.
tipo.PLO* Tho apparent shift or

enemies of the state.
In somo fields, evidence of dis-

crimination is palpable and stark.
" There are still Arab villages in
Israel without electricity, running
water; or a telephone.

:197.9 stui

lined the assertion. The English
taught in the Arab sector schools is
also on a considerably lower level

Most Industrial plants are dal?,
to Arab applicants, Say Aid.

students. A spokesman far tkj-

manufacturers' association said tk
tiiis is only true regarding defeat-''

linked industries. He added far

very few Arabs seem to. apply b|

age Western student and must
quickly ooraplete his studies in order
to become a bread-winner. ITa

?h«
U
'diat =r?ny rrj3 -Jr* expend on our" industrial pos« “Vnd

schools,
' ^ t“l'[ug special relationships—either those who do are eu qualified «"

At univerqitv th* Arah .
.Arabs or, for that matter, with tho Jowish appliconts

1

At university, me Arab studctiFs visiting foreign Tewish students”

g'susrtsjtts “^sSLZTjrr.;,

ttzsssngzr ess lit SSArabs and Jews. Fourteen and a half activltists “ rusticated ” last year.
st
JL anSma l? „ii a,Zper cent of adult Arabs are an- *0u campus I feel hatred to- Wo ^adiriSlv ™ S?

8&1SSSSSSSS'Se SaBDSS?5S' **»'=•='»» »’
families bavb telephones dprapared

1t
Jp.f Arab-Jewish tensions parts:”

' '
y -

18 J ewIsh Counter-

Women
almost All the Arab states' Into the uni«f hV*fW|flJV44«jt WIU]HUGU |

"» ~
f

u’ .v»««f*v<*iH

rejection camp following the sign-' 7 per cent of Arab families; lvave “tereased on campus over the

The Arab students see everjibk.

in terms of politics and of ‘w
;

oppressive Jewish stale." Tp*1

dnontifying. with the PNM and-thuc

affiliated to the Coinmtijs,-
” Fronts ” are consJdenibly. w«..

hardline than the average- Wti-;-

Bank student.
Ail Israeli Arid) studodd cktif

and openly dofine thrmstivai\ H
M Palestinians " and regard the

as their “ spokesman But not.

»

of those Interviewed cored » *

still fewer students can -be sent

abroad and more have to settle for

the less attractive option -of study-

ing In '~thoir own cotin try. where
suitable facilities exist. .'

’

;

To this extent only the rise m
fees should have the welcome side-

affect of encouraging governments
lo concentrate more on developing
their own Institutions, with the help
of the Commonwealth and bodies

such as the inter-university council.

Courses at home could be more
tailored to local needs and would
cui down wastage through the brain
drain' which afflicts most of the
poorer Aeflons when students find
the style of life more to their liking

in the host country than at home.
Yet, regardless of the cost of

education overseas, governments
have bigtin to alter their emphasis
on higher education in any c*s6.

The argument that it is' an essential
tool of development has become
open to question.

' ’ '

With the. rise in numbers enter-
ing higher education from Common*
wealth countries ovor the past two
.decades has come the new pheno-

tiary institutions. In it he claimed:
“Universities, taken as a whole and
despite their history and present
concerns, have become • sensitive
institutions responsive to' criticism-
and, within' available choices, cap-
able of adapting to changing
environs and demands."
There were still problems and

rigidity, be admitted, but these
should be recognized and treated
sympathetically so that they could
be overcome. The retreat "by uni

presently, give. Unlike other instl-

tutlonsj he said, universities retain
a special duty to pursue the uni-
versal and eternal, remaining in
the vanguard of future change.
A different approach came in a

paper on the rale of universities in
nan-formal education, by Professor
Paul Fordham, of Southampton Uni-
versity. He recognized that the
main concerns of universities could
be their own undergraduate and
postgraduate courses, but found
their .participation in noil-formal
programmes essential. They should
provide leadership and support to
emerging non-formal systems.

While many universities already
have a good record In this respect,

there are always some academics
who do not readily accept the need
to move outside the orthodox con
cents of research and teaching full

time course, professor Fordham
said. It was necessary, therefore,
to create a climate of opinion in
which adult education was seen as
a natural function of the university
and not merely a- welfare activity
for deprived groups, $s the Indian

' University Grants Commission had
recognized.

'. In this way it foresaw higher
education becoming more relevant.

|

-t i ' .
to the needs of society and oriented l COliCdRllCo
towards the solution of existing 1

problems.
'The theme of relevance was one

which ran through the entire con-
ference. In his welcoming speech

A novel instance
of Sharpe practice

uS*J*q

versities from cho original concep- *

t0 officials, Professor K. S. Mursliid,
tion of tlieir responsibilities to
society into a more introverted
state was a modern, and perhaps
transient, phenomenon.

" Clearly, aspects of the unl-
versallsm of the traditional univer-
sity remain as relevant today as
they were in ancient times said
Professor Wandira. “It remains
the business of the modern univer-.

.sides to assist.man in transcending
the boundaries of lii$ nation culture
and knowledge itself. ' In thus
assisting villagemen to look beyond . created
the village, universities can coatri- divides

assistant secretary-general of tho
commonwealth secretariat, said

:

"We must ask ourselves to what
extent education has so far been a
handmaiden to total development
or even, iii ail honesty, to What ex-

tent it has stood in the path of
development.
“Why, with so much provision

for education, is there still a very
serious School of .

thought which
maintains that education, bos hin-

dered development. That - it has

salacious and macabre by turns, is

clearly a freewheeling fantasy of
the author'd own fertile imagination.
The detail, however—the frustra- •

tion of teaching a subject with no
precisely defined content to a group
of reluctant learners, the hilarious
account of a Council for National
Academic Awards visit and the
academic biudiincss—has a ring of
cruel authenticity about it that will
be familiar to many involved in
further education. -

His other famous “ educational **

novel, Porterhouse Blue, which Is .

set in a fictional Cambridge Collage, .

is, one feels, less -precisely autobio-
graphical In character.

Although he went to Pcterhousa
' both es an undergraduate (ho took
what, used to be described as "a
gentlemaav’s degree ** In History and
Social Anthropology) and some
years later to train as a teacher, the
college described In this book
appears to drew more generally on
tihe experience of “being at Cam-
bridge .

Although Tom Sharpe describes
'

- himself as a “ farceur ”, much of
the incidental liumour of his novels
Inheres in Jils unerring ability Co
deflate pomposity and pretention.

In his educational “forces"-—'

fiction industry and
this satirical vision betrays, if only
intermittently, a passionate interest
In whar Is being offered in the -'

name of education In Britain.
' *

This is’ more than simply the pro-..;
fesslonal Interest of a man who has
spent the better pai‘t of his working,
life teaching (16 years altogether
including experience in

.
South

African primary and
.
secondary

schools and a secondary modern u
Aylesbury) .

‘ '

ft is as much a reflection of a
father's parental concern 'that bis

* —- „ - . r children should get the most
-

but of
’’

material, however, one-time tochm- their forma] education. (He and Iiis :

cal college lecturer Tom Sharpe American wife, Nancy, have a family
managed t» distill Wilt, a black of three—Melanie, his Step daughter,
comedy that securely established bis aged 15, Grace nine, and Jainana,
reputation as a comic writer. eight.)

Today Sharpe, need 52, is one of Although he wont to a public
the .most successful and prolific school—Lanchig—through the gen-
£’uir.hS working -in orosity of a South^can uuntand'
Britain. could nowrquite obviously afford to ’

Tom Sharpe pictured on his arrival
in England 18' years ago. He had
been deported' from South Africa
for an anti-apartheid play he had
written.

Simoii Midgley

meets the one-man

envy of former

Eight years spent attempting to

interest apprentice
_

bricklayers and
motor medhanics in Lord of the

Flies and Candida is not mi the

face of it a very hopeful matricula-

tion for a novelist struggling for

recognition.

From this distinctly unpromising
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big of • the • Israel-Egyp t peace treaty 28 Pe** cent of ’Jewish families have P^tycar. Lost December, a group
has^Jao acted as a spur to Israeli cars compared , J ' nF J

Arab minority. Inevitably, the LArab families

;

radlralizatlon has focused
I oa> tbe families have

In some places tho current demand
for -highly-trained manpower- has
been satisfied for .the. moment andora a particularly touchy ’Jwdan us a piuiner in the

jJfeV/.JJJ
11

“en
iC

all
fOI

thoM. “compleSSg

highly politicized : student, com- Witii.9Bi p

Sf» of!

Nablus' mflA’oT Basstum

'

in the . Arab, . ,
1 *16 tHgnt

• q£ .

,

the Aiab middle

_

frith sticks and chains oii

and.towns which that com- during (he 1948 vw from areas ,
grass' Oiiisloe_ the National'

fllun% .nourishes. .. , . - ,'
.

j
-wWob becanfe parts .of terapl coin- L>br?ry in.‘l.he‘ Hebrew Urvivetsity

Every yew- the; Arab students on dm. i P^«ht ^<rf .the . Arab G™«“ conaptis , = • ;
.-•-•••

;
each campus hold elections for their They.,were.left wdi prac-

.
p® . ?i

ta«*eQ1®L wn* nlleged,
Sradentq ' Committee, wnidi McaHy no teachers, doctors, lawyer;

;
Hebrew University

them pr,SAj—" - •-* —*- --- •
1 -

verdty Uuihdri

parental: and. social .curbs, .Thewomen and girls ho nieota, or, more
often, sees, are light years removed,
from -tno.medaevaa socinl ethos and

Bank and Gaza. Yet m •— tn’iohc

Snowledgcd
01

seodlied” S-
-

i

:

'

'Y®nld recession acerbates
.
tihe

tKKiiowieiigcd scooiieu m
nB* problem ami there is littie immo-

improvement in

bute.. to the creation of global has created— -
• and out in ieonardv our concopts I new novel has soia oener mair uic iut.,

of national ilnSS ? ” .
T last and film rights-are snapped up schools in Bridport, Dorset, _ -whore

01

Tto
l0
questim!Ve. at the root of |

with almost indent haste.
.

Ho _ond Nfm^who ^s^^her.
the move towards more non-fpr
programmes. Tilt predicament
liigbor education, is how best
respond . without sacrificing the

|
industry.

tliiian natlonollsni — on® v75.ii--

students who aimpart tlia.
-
^

. emplo^^li t ° praieSs?tho area to Jortinuiun rule
’. jj,..:-/ Also, there Is & question marku*“" *-*'• w

v, over the rolevnnce of-. higher educa*
f tion as It exists in most institutions

tn ... l ^ _ 0 _t .J —— —

one

taboos of his native village or town, slmiiu
Most

.
Jewlsli woniQii will liuvo.

nothing to do wlih Arab cjtutnn+s

Outlining the dual (and sometimes
conflicting) pressures of morality
ond tho political order. Professor
Wandlra pleaded for greater under-
standing of the problems of univer-
sities ! and more assistance .than
many Commonwealth governments cherished role It holds so dear.

Many IsraqIJ Arnu Hruucw-L,a -

' Hy hostile lo ihc
. — 6AI3I8 Alt KKMfOL HIOUMIUVIIO

meat m i\ l'nlcstlnlan Bv._‘-to the, needs of developing coun-
,ln the West Bank.

West llnnkm-s, a*
r J

1103 '' ° ue African delegate put
west iHuncws, m W 3J^ ^“J,ai

t v,ecV “ Brltish systQiH,

to. u virion of eventual lirWHC which we have inherited has, pre-
drawn! from ” Ihoil- ” l<jn‘V

lI(S ripnty of cirriment classlclste,

who lunojiB Israel’s Arabs ^»™ls what Hie counbrir needs?»‘

tlmt ilhU would case ilm r own » .
:

til the poorer nations line answer
diet ?™i will ^avor "evac«« !••

.

i*
1 cectainW.tlwt U .is not. A survey

Galilee or tltu Utile T^k ^ood* States and other speciallybaiuoe or tltu .uuie + risadvantaged nations found, only

,
Arib students cpnunihees at . V

'
r
Bett-Gurion end ' .

Yet tbe level of
.
un5TBrs‘tie6 and of tbh Haifa [ Arah sectox rBjpain

a new
...

•

.'
1

IZ Nfssi^Thfa countries
-

education in the
'

'

&om unfveMiftT^ “
:

Meats,
:

" V 9 sllna to lbo extremist yhlooJL * ;
surveyed planned .to develop tech-

T^n . h .
- —r - h- far loweb than IV

-t
. W domloetipn of the HU Stii- Amfa students—sotc ^J fp*»®3r “gwfborn 1*^3 .ft

• -.^il?®**** or specialist schools
Tediniom Ut the Jewish »e«0r. Only eight denteUttioiv-ihy thel'r^t-iritw ofalllsraetiAreh studehta M* tato” in Palestine « ™

: rrS? tfie Domo P", c6nt ^ Arabs ' entering fEt '

u headed havo nmlilng ^v do wfth ''PB
owiW« solution to tho^Pjg.

’ SiS ’ lLik* JF*** u W to emerge from " AMw-ffaJit ftiilya Ahat motS,-
.' ** Political Identity gad sriKT

Sfa.'saw--^ PNM r-
^ tics for the .1980?. V • - - V;-', .

• t niT 1
aild merfe’ espeb,,

tha ' torScr deyelDpihg
;

coun-

• 1
SJL BPCWiaual< pwiiwvra..

train seampn. hotel employees oy
larmers,: according to then: particu-

.

v; .

I

.

1?r “OMHement8. .

; .

:

1 .
j i'j' ttejqmg

. o| primary and to a.
SChOOl ;

m
{«np*ig Jews, ui W.,l

to ,
-lowu. ondv ted

r
**'prenta,” 1$ not

S with hSr virginity cdnvlnclng. BUhara j
- -••••V v' t;-.-Bftar seelng a West nW|V*^

tions and
West-Bank;
.trertilst.Bui
the- Palestinian;
ntqdorate^df.!
prwebt cftcui

ir- come -apparent,;,. , ^ . ...
.

,

-

:

Fiji, far ; extimpla; inuld-craft^
!• h

?ve:beens-:spt*up fcjr'
M
pnt.

.
*cbpol -•youth , and - oh^-y

‘

i-:; 5SS1S?''P»»W :

H

glveispedahst-i
};fc. ^choalleavers.

;
Canada

ulways stovt their ovrn school, at,
home. Tilere is' u purpose-built
primalry school In tlieir one and' a. .

half acre back garden which was
erected* by the old" town grammar -

SriiodJ's former classics teacher.)'.
Ttwn Shorpe is 1*1 e' first to' admit 1

'

that hp is “teVribly o-phiionnted ”

about! education, ,r That's the whole
butiivess

1

about toothing ”, he says
brightly, before slightly

.
p-uena-

cfausly and peritapa not altogetiiOr
seriously advancSng the' view • that
arts subjects like history and.

,

.7,-'
r*r>Jnfi,’"*:n'tr!\irnbhant ‘ nffir-. RngUrii Should not bo taugltt at ftll

itinn
BS
nf
b
° Hfe’a rich dosaibililies ' because they are. speculative, m*-'

:

ft °a
jects wbicb^fat pf little «***".

'

" To fiis former colleagues still

teaching In the Cambridge College

of Arts and Technology and to

other further education teachers

wrestling, with felilcfant learners

up and down the country this relent-

less achievement must be regarded,

with baleful envy. •
l

(Writing die 'successful novel is,

one suspects* a fantasy to which
tenchers, especially liberal studies

and arts lecturers; are ’ especially

prouo, . Fbr a contemporary to

achieve Hie impossible1 dreom must
set

,mation
and
oArsofflal "failure and slothfulness.) • than sots of ophiiohs^ • _

to S-Storpo!
“rtainly ,10' los:'

To rub salt "in what may- well' balance. Tilde’s •raT-^Joo

'bis fifth novel;. wrings
^

much-
“JJJ i|a"

.much

taught jii a tidimical college : Cdm- howv? \ fttiallTgenro .. .nKikea'
1

,-;^tse!f,'.
:

.

-bridge College^.pf Arts And' Teohno-. a|feij^|t: V >
,'logy as opposed i» the fietiqbaV 1

. More' efforts should bo made tt>i.

- Finland College of Arts and TeohiiO-. find oiit what skills people possess,

lqey..: ; -
r
and so foster them, ^ppaUing bfa,,

;,.Aiji like his hapless protagonist ..days ,,
teaching Meat I at .the tech.

J -Sharpe
the
the

Ijati-pn'-'to
'

' Moot .7 - isr verMim,
-

'-vhi Basli education and the Draining of skilts, particular) 5^ womeh i
. .look «t Lord of ib* 2P/(S^wiiJwul\ At die end of the day WJiat Y° .u

Jx
' Have ,,got vbo do . is

farcical: plot> interest;^' -

*

to 1 get . their
» *§
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